
Environmental 
Farm Plan

The Alberta 

Company

VOLUME 1 ISSUE 4

Water has rapidly moved to a frontline 

position in the eyes of the Canadian 

public and agriculture must be more 

proactive in defining sustainability of 

this critical issue. If it doesn’t, others 

will on its behalf.

That was the simple take-home message 

from the Water for Life seminar in Red 

Deer recently, sponsored by the Alberta 

Environmental Farm Plan Company (AEFP). 

The seminar brought together key 

people in agriculture directly affected 

by the issue. It featured as keynote 

speaker former Alberta Minister of the 

Environment, Lorne Taylor. A rancher, 

academic, now consultant, he was chief 

architect of the Water for Life strategy 

launched and developed under his 

watch as Minister.

His “state of the union” address on water 

strategy was complemented by grassroots 

perspectives from three producers 

representing all regions of the province. 

Then the panel faced challenging 

discussion from the audience. 

The Alberta process
Taylor outlined the Alberta Water 
for Life process, saying it is critical 

that Alberta’s agriculture and food 

industry understand the strategic water 

process is underway, what has been 

accomplished to date, how it is being 

implemented and the consequences.

The process started simply, he says. 

A small group of people drawn from 

several areas of society drafted a core 

policy. It went through several levels 

of refinement, including through a 

broad group of people with experience 

in water management. It was eventually 

posted on the Internet for input by the 

public, and, Taylor says, received huge 

interest.

The resulting policy document will 

influence the way water is dealt with 

for years to come in Alberta.

Key results
Three main outcomes came out of the 

process, says Taylor.

Safe and secure drinking water. First 

was safe, secure drinking water for 

both rural and urban. “That’s quite 

an issue,” he says. “There are many 

private systems and what is the role of 

government in regulating them? Should 

urban and rural have the same quality 

of water? Can you afford that? How do 

you guarantee quality drinking water? 

All of those are questions that will have 

to be dealt with.”

Healthy aquatic systems. People want 

healthy aquatic systems but there 

are no definitions about what those 

are, says Taylor. The challenge for 

agriculture is whether it is going to let 

organizations like Greenpeace or the 

Sierra Club set those definitions.

Reliable water supplies for a 
sustainable economy. “This is a 

significant issue,” says Taylor. “We 

need a sustainable economy. Should 

the oil industry be allowed to pump 

potable water down holes to recover 

oil? What is sustainable? To me that’s 

not sustainable. How do we define a 

sustainable economy and how do we 

get people to buy into that definition? 

Do we want agriculture in this 

province or not? What happens when 

the natural gas is gone?” >>
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