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New financial
assistance
available for
environmental
Improvements

First step is a completed
Environmental Farm Plan

REPORT TOINDUSTRY

Alberta producers, successfully
completing an Alberta Environmental
Farm Plan (EFP), may qualify for up
to $30,000 in cost-shared funding
from a federal program that helps
cover the cost of environment-related
improvements.

Funds available through the Canada-
Alberta Farm Stewardship Program
(CAFSP) will cover a wide range of
projects. All activities must be cost-
shared at 30 percent or 50 percent
with the producer, depending on the
project. On many projects, labor and
in-kind services can count toward the
producer’s share.

“A key point to remember in order
to qualify for assistance is that all
projects must be approved by CAFSP
administration before any work is
undertaken or purchases made,”
points out Bob Cameron,

OCTOBER 2005

a program manager with the Prairie
Farm Rehabilitation Administration
(PFRA) based in Calgary, Alta.
“Funds do not apply retroactively.”

“Once they have a completed

EFP, producers should apply for
Stewardship funds as soon as possible
to allow for the necessary approvals,”
he says. “The approval process

can range from six to eight weeks
depending on the type of project, so
producers need to allow for lead time
in their planning.”

Stewardship funds can be used
toward improvement of some

26 categories of agricultural
production practices. The categories
include improved manure storage
and handling, relocation of
livestock confinement and wintering
facilities, improved riparian area
management, improved cropping
systems, and improved on-farm
fuel, chemical and fertilizer storage
systems, to name a few.

Some of the most common eligible
projects cost-shared by CAFSP include:
e Construction materials
e Fencing materials

 Fertilizer storage — such as epoxy
fertilizer bins

e Chemical storage

e Fuel storage — such as double
walled tanks

e GPS systems

e Sprayer accessories — such as low
drift nozzles and shrouds >>



BMP BMP Cost Max.

Identifier  Category Share $$
A Improved Manure Storage and Handling 30% $30,000
B Manure Treatment 30% 30,000
C Manure Land Application 30% 10,000
D Farmyard Runoff Control 50% 20,000
E Relocation of Livestock Confinement Facilities 50% 30,000
F Wintering Site Management 50% 15,000
G Product and Waste Management (Farm Products) 30% 15,000
H Water Well Management 50% 6,000
| Riparian Area Management 50% 20,000
J Erosion Control Structures (Riparian) 50% 20,000
K Erosion Control Structures (Non-Riparian) 50% 20,000
L Land Management for Soils at Risk 50% 5,000
M Improved Cropping Systems 30% 15,000
N Improved Pest Management 30% 5,000
0 Nutrient Recovery From Waste Water — Greenhouses 30% 10,000
P Irrigation Management 30% 10,000
Q Shelterbelt Establishment 50% 5,000
R Enhancing Wildlife Habitat and Biodiversity 50% 10,000
S Species at Risk 50% 10,000
T Nutrient Management Planning 50% 4,000
U Integrated Pest Management Planning 50% 2,000
V Grazing Management Planning 50% 2,000
W Soil Ersoion Control Planning 50% 2,000
X Biodiversity Enhancement Planning 50% 2,000
Y Irrigation Management Planning 50% 2,000
VA Riparian Health Assessment 50% 2,000
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